more information. Many agreed that following information about the procedure, pain involved and any side-effects, they would consider voluntary biopsy. Participants were generally more open to donating a blood sample (88%); those answering ''No'' or ''Don't know'' highlighted the need for more information. Other reasons included fear of blood tests and unwillingness to donate without a medical reason.
Existing studies addressing women's attitudes to tissue donation for research have been in the context of a potential breast cancer diagnosis. Sixty-six percent of women attending screening mammography were willing to donate blood or saliva during their visit [2] . A survey of early breast cancer patients (suspected or diagnosed) to undergo research-dedicated biopsies showed acceptance of [50% [3] . These findings are in line with our study, where women were less keen to donate unless already undergoing the procedure for a medical reason, stating ''I would if I was having the biopsy anyway but not otherwise''. However, our study is distinct in its target audience of healthy women not already undergoing screening or diagnostic procedures for breast cancer.
While the study has provided some insight into the opinions of UK women regarding voluntary donation of breast tissue for research purposes, it cannot be considered representative. Information was gathered from individuals who are likely to be well-educated, with many also having a medical background. Opinions of the general public may be more difficult to access, but would provide a more balanced view, which would be valuable for assessing the enthusiasm for this type of scheme. Nevertheless, studies have shown the level of public support and inclination to donate human tissues for biomedical research in the UK is high [4] . Together with our proof of principle survey, there is potential to establish such a programme, complementing what the Komen Tissue Bank offers. n/a n/a n/a University campus 30.9 n/a n/a n/a Other 8.8 b n/a n/a n/a 
